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HOMEWORK 
 

The Holmdel Township Board of Education believes that one of the most important 
purposes of schooling is to develop each person into an independent learner capable 
of applying the skills, attitudes and habits of an education acquired over a lifetime.  
Cognizant of this goal and aware of the fact that learning may take place in many 
different settings and with a wide variety of resources, the Board directs that 
homework  be an integral part of the educational process and that it address one or 
more of the following objectives: 
 

• To enrich and extend the school experience; 
• To direct students toward good work habits; 
• To bring pupils into contact with out-of-school learning resources; 
• To help children learn time management; 
• To provide essential practice in developing skills; 
• To permit growth in self-responsibility, self-direction and learning; 
• To increase the students’ sense of self-worth and self-efficiency; and 
• To involve the family in a shared learning experience. 

 
Homework is to have specific objectives.  It should be planned, assigned carefully and 
followed up by members of the teaching staff.  Homework may consist of either “study 
time” and/or “tasks assigned.”  “Study time” is defined as the review of notes, 
textbooks and other materials for reinforcement, required reading or test preparation.  
“Tasks assigned” necessitates the preparation of a specific product. 
 
Students of all ability levels will be assigned homework on a regular basis.  As 
appropriate, assignments in a content area will reflect the range of student abilities. 
 
Homework is to be done primarily by the student, although parents/ guardians may 
assist the student.  Parental support of homework assignments is encouraged as a 
form of feedback to the students. Homework assignments may be designed to involve 
parents in the learning experience and promote a link between home and school. 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that homework, as an effective tool for instruction, 
relies on the cooperation of these separate yet interdependent groups: 
 

• Teachers provide the assignments and follow-up activities which are an 
integral part of the district curriculum; 
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• Parents provide the guidance, support and environment to assist students in 
the completion of homework assignments; and 

• Students provide the dedication, motivation and organization to understand, 
complete, submit, and follow-up their assignments as required. 

 
The Board directs the Superintendent to develop procedures which implement this 
policy and which offer training and assistance to each of these three groups toward 
making them more aware of their important roles in this effort and more proficient at 
implementing their unique responsibilities. Further, the Board directs the 
Superintendent to develop administrative procedures to ensure, the consistent 
implementation of homework as outlined in this policy and regulations. 
 
Source: Regular Board Meeting 
 
Date: July 25, 1988 
 
Revised: May 28, 1997 
 
Revised: June 17, 1998 
 
Legal References: N.J.S.A. 18A:11-1 General mandatory powers and 

duties 
 N.J.S.A. 18A:36-14 Religious holidays; absence of 

pupils on; effect 
 N.J.S.A. 18A:54-20 Powers of board (county 

vocational schools) 
 N.J.A.C. 6:8-8.1 et seq. Approved public elementary 

and secondary school summer 
sessions 

 
Possible 
Cross References: 1320 Participation in out-of-school community 

activities 
 *1322 Contests for pupils 
 *5020 Role of parents/guardians 
 *5113 Absences and excuses 
 *5124 Reporting to parents/guardians 
 *6145 Extracurricular activities 
 *6153 Field Trips 
 6174 Summer school 
 
*Indicates policy is included in the Critical Policy Reference Manual. 
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