Common Math Abbreviations and Symbols
	Symbol / Abbrev’n
	Meaning
	Example

	eqn
	equation
	An eqn is a complete sentence that includes an equal sign.

	expr
	expression
	An expr is a phrase containing numbers, variables and/or operators.

	ineq
	inequality
	An ineq is a complete sentence that contains an inequality sign (
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	fcn
	function
	A fcn has only one output value for each element in the domain.

	defn
	definition
	Defns in math are often written with a 
[image: image2.wmf]º

symbol. For example, 
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the nth root of b

	thm
	theorem
	A thm is a truth which can be proven, such as the Pythagorean Theorem.

	opn
	operation
	The four basic arithmetic opns are addn, subtn, multn and divn.

	iff
	if and only if
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 means the “if-then” condition works both ways: (1) if 
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	delta, change
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 means the slope, m, of a line is equal to the change in y over the change in x.
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	thus
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 means  Thus, 
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	is an element of
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 means  x is an element of the set of positive odd integers less than 10.
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	is not an element of
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 means  x is not an element of the set of positive odd integers less than 10.
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	the empty set
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 means D is an empty set (no members).  This can also be written as 
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	plus or minus
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	infinity
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 is interval notation for all numbers that are greater than or equal to 2 (basically the interval beginning at and including 2 and going to infinity)
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	theta
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 is a variable symbol generally used instead of x or y for angle measure).
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	angle
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  means  Angle A measures 
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	perpendicular
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 means line l is perpendicular to line m.

	||
	parallel
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  means line l is parallel to line m. 
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	for every
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 means  For every x, x is non negative.
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	there exists
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 means  There exists a y which does not equal x.
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 means  The set x such that x is non negative.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


                Be prepared to add new symbols as they are introduced in class.
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