MIDDLE STATES STANDARD FOR ACCREDITATION #12:  INFORMATION RESOURCES 
AND TECHNOLOGY
B.1. Standards Self-Assessment Process
This assessment was completed via the following method(s) (describe all that apply):

a.)  A subcommittee comprised of the following individuals:

	Committee Member’s Name
	Role in the School’s Community (e.g. teacher, parent, student, etc.)

	Sara Samarasinghe
	Student

	William Loughran
	Assistant Principal

	William Baronowsky
	Librarian

	Cheryl Conover-Pannone
	Teacher

	Alex Pruscino
	Student

	     
	     

	     
	     


**NOTE:  Committee size and composition may vary depending upon the school’s size, the topic to be addressed, etc. If needed, add lines to the above chart.

b.) A survey. 

	Name of Survey: AFG Middle States Survey

	Total Number of Surveys Completed
	875

	The results represent surveys completed by:
	

	· Students
	706

	· Parents
	84

	· Faculty and Staff 
	85

	· Administrators
	     

	· Board Members
	     

	· Business/Community Representative
	     

	· Other
	     


c.) Other methods used to determine this assessment: 

     
B.2. Standards Self-Assessment Report
Instructions for Self-Assessment of Indicators of Quality
The school must meet this Standard for Accreditation to be granted “Accreditation” by the Middle States Association. The Indicators of Quality for the Standard identify the types of evidence that, when taken together, indicate whether the school meets the Standard. The school may indicate other types of evidence particular to the school in the “Other” section provided below. Rate the degree to which the school meets each Indicator by using the following scale:

	Evidence This Indicator Describes Our School

	1.  
 There is no evidence the Indicator describes our school

	2.     There is limited evidence the Indicator describes our school

	3.     There is sufficient evidence the Indicator describes our school

	4.     There is exceptional evidence the Indicator describes our school

	DK   Do not know if this Indicator describes our school


The Middle States Association Accreditation Standard 12: 

Information Resources and Technology
The Standard: Information resources, materials, and technology are accessible and of adequate scope, quantity, and quality to facilitate the school’s pursuit of its total educational program. These resources encourage all students and staff to broaden and extend their knowledge and skills. Access to appropriate information resources and technology is provided for students and staff. Appropriate instruction is offered to develop student and staff inquiry, research, and information literacy skills. Information technology equipment is functional and well maintained.
Information Resources
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.1 Information resources are properly catalogued, housed, and periodically reviewed for relevancy and currency.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:
Review of resources is hampered by lack of professional days in the summer.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.2 Media center staff is sufficient and appropriately qualified to provide effective services to students and staff.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

EVERYONE is thrilled with the assistance our librarian provides -- he is more than competent, and one of the school's "most valuable resources" (parent quote).
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.3 Adequate orientation about the use of media services, learning resources, and equipment is provided to the staff and students.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.4 Information resources are appropriately supported annually with funding from the school’s budget.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Funding is made available annually, but has not risen proportionately with rising costs.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.5 Information resources are age- and developmentally appropriate, current, and reflect social and cultural diversity.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Information resources are not as current as they could be.Summer days would help.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.6 Staff and students are provided opportunities to offer input into the types, quality, and format of the information resources provided.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Librarian is proactive in soliciting input from staff and students, and makes every effort to accommodate their individual needs.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
Technology
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.7 The technology resources staff is sufficient and appropriately qualified to provide effective service to students and staff.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.8 Technology resources are appropriately maintained and supported annually with funding from the school’s budget.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.9 Adequate skills training on the use of technology resources and equipment is provided to the staff and students.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.10 The school implements written policies and procedures for acceptable use of technology.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.11 Long-range planning activities are in place to ensure that the school keeps pace with technological changes.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
Indicators for schools with early age programs:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.12 Various forms of technology, including computers, cameras, and audio recording equipment, are provided for supervised, active use by children.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.13 Passive media (e.g., television, videos) are limited to appropriate content and used only as an infrequent, specific support for topics addressed in the curriculum.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.14 The technology system is adequate to deliver the educational program
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	12.15 The school provides students with reasonable technical support for the educational technology hardware
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
1. List the significant strengths of the school in the area of Information Resources and Technology.

The personnel in these areas (Librarian and Technology Coordinators) is exceptional. The infrastructure of the technology (websites, servers, etc.) is very strong. Steady progress is being made in both areas in adapting to learning environments for the 21st century.
2. List the significant areas for improvement of the school in the area of Information Resources and Technology.

Funding is always an issue. A comprehensive Technology Plan was recently approved by the BOE; unfortunately, funding for it through a 2nd Question was defeated. While some items were funded through private gifting, it remains to be seen how all items in the plan will be funded.
3. Based on the strengths and areas for improvement identified, list any important next steps or strategic priorities related to Information Resources and Technology that should be included in the action plan in the Plan for Growth and Improvement (see Part D.9.).

     

Instructions for Self-Assessment of Standard for Accreditation

After a rating has been assigned for each of the Indicators of Quality and after considering those ratings in the aggregate, make a determination whether, based on the school community’s self-assessment,  the school meets or does not meet this Standard for Accreditation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is not in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation
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