MIDDLE STATES STANDARD FOR ACCREDITATION #8:  EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
B.1. Standards Self-Assessment Process
This assessment was completed via the following method(s) (describe all that apply):

a.)  A subcommittee comprised of the following individuals:

	Committee Member’s Name
	Role in the School’s Community (e.g. teacher, parent, student, etc.)

	William Loughran
	Assitant Principal

	Mary Schwartz
	Math Supervisor

	Anna Ranieri
	World Languages Teacher

	Alex Pruscino
	Student

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


**NOTE:  Committee size and composition may vary depending upon the school’s size, the topic to be addressed, etc. If needed, add lines to the above chart.

b) A survey. 

	Name of Survey: AFG Middle States Survey

	Total Number of Surveys Completed
	875

	The results represent surveys completed by:
	

	· Students
	706

	· Parents
	84

	· Faculty and Staff 
	85

	· Administrators
	     

	· Board Members
	     

	· Business/Community Representative
	     

	· Other
	     


c) Other methods used to determine this assessment: 

     
B.2. Standards Self-Assessment Report
Instructions for Self-Assessment of Indicators of Quality
The school must meet this Standard for Accreditation to be granted “Accreditation” by the Middle States Association. The Indicators of Quality for the Standard identify the types of evidence that, when taken together, indicate whether the school meets the Standard. The school may indicate other types of evidence particular to the school in the “Other” section provided below. Rate the degree to which the school meets each Indicator by using the following scale:

	Evidence This Indicator Describes Our School

	1.  
 There is no evidence the Indicator describes our school

	2.     There is limited evidence the Indicator describes our school

	3.     There is sufficient evidence the Indicator describes our school

	4.     There is exceptional evidence the Indicator describes our school

	DK   Do not know if this Indicator describes our school


Middle States Association Accreditation Standard 8:
Educational Program
The Standard: The educational program consists of a carefully planned and well-executed curriculum that includes appropriate academic standards, solid pedagogy, and assessment, all based on research and best practices. The educational program is aligned with the school’s mission, approved by the governance, sufficiently financed, and periodically reviewed by stakeholders. It is developed to address the needs of all students and is designed to foster and challenge student learners at all levels. Effective policies and procedures are in place, along with instructional materials, technology, and equipment that are appropriate, functional, and well maintained. Written curriculum guides are current, functional, available, and in use.  They define scope and sequence of the educational program as well as program objectives and reflect sound approaches to teaching and learning. 

8.1 – 8.16:  Indicators for all schools

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.1 Written curriculum guides identify program objectives and define the scope and sequence of the educational program. The guides are functional
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:
     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.2 The educational program provides instruction in the basic subject areas of language arts and literature (including early language development and literacy skills
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.3 The educational program includes experiences in visual and performing arts, health, world languages, and physical education.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.4 The educational program provides experiences that promote students’ critical thinking, reasoning, problem-solving skills, and study skills.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.5 The educational program includes instruction in effective uses of information technology and provides opportunities for application.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Technology Infusion is a stated district goal; professional devlelopment in this area is ongoing.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.6 A variety of group learning settings (e.g., individual, small group, large group) is provided for students daily.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

While a variety of learning settings is provided on a regular basis, it would not be accurate to say it occurs on a daily basis.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.7 The educational program offers opportunities for development of social skills—such as increasing self-control and a sense of individual and group responsibility—in interaction with adults and peers.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.8 Written curriculum and instruction policies and procedures provide direction to the staff, leadership, and other stakeholders in the development, implementation, and improvement of the educational program.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.9 Provision is made for both horizontal and vertical articulation and coordination of the educational program among all levels of the school.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

While common planning periods are available for almost all departments in the high school, more can be done in this area
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.10 An overview of the educational program, school policies and procedures, and other pertinent information is available in written form to students and their parents.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

A student/parent handbook is distributed to every student annually, and published on the school's website.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.11 The educational program defines desired student outcomes as expressed in terms of student understanding, knowledge, attitudes, skills, and habits.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.12 Course or program objectives are simply stated and understandable to students.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.13 The educational program considers the ages, cultures, and varying levels of ability of students.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.14 The instructional program is designed to meet students’ needs in accordance with the school’s philosophy/mission.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.15 The educational program and its expectations for learning are understood and supported by the school’s stakeholders.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.16 Curriculum development is a dynamic, emergent process influenced by the attributes and interests of the children, their families, and teachers.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
8.17 – 8.23:  Indicators for schools with early age programs:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.17 Families have opportunities to give input into curriculum development.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.18 The educational program reflects an integrated approach to children’s social, emotional, physical, cognitive, and language development.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.19 Teachers treat the educational program as everything that happens during the day. This includes while children play and explore, eat, interact, toilet, take walks or field trips, engage in planned experiences, and are involved in transitions such as arrival, clean-up, and departure.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.20 Both child-initiated and teacher-initiated activities are included in the daily plan.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.21 Infants and young toddlers primarily receive individual attention and occasionally take part in small groups.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.22 The educational program provides:

a. a balance of quiet and active times and flexibly incorporates learners’ natural routines into the rhythm of the day.

b. daily indoor and outdoor play with a balance between large-muscle and small-muscle as well as organized and unstructured experiences.

c. early language development and literacy skills through such activities as conversation, storytelling, singing, poetry, finger plays, games, puppets, pretend play, shared reading of picture books, and other meaningful learning experiences.

d. opportunities for increasing independence in use of materials and equipment.

e. structured and unstructured opportunities for children’s active involvement with people and materials.

f. spontaneous learning and builds on children’s repertoires and curiosity.

g. learning areas designed for individual and group exploration and growth.

h. the integration of routine daily activities into learning.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.23 The educational program provides experiences that prepare students for a successful transition to elementary school settings.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
8.24 – 8.25:  Indicators for schools with elementary school programs:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.24 The educational program places emphasis on the development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills, plus the knowledge and competencies that establish the basis for greater understanding.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.25 The educational program provides experiences that prepare students for successful transition to middle and secondary school settings. 
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
8.26 – 8.27:  Indicators for schools with middle school programs:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.26 The educational program provides activities and experiences that assist early adolescents in identifying their aptitudes and interests, self-directed decision-making, and building self-worth.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.27 The educational program provides experiences that prepare students for successful, smooth transitions from elementary school to middle school and from the middle school to secondary school.  
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
8.28 – 8.31:  Indicators for schools with secondary school programs:

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.28 The educational program facilitates a smooth transition from elementary or middle school to secondary school.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

A mandated freshman program, Transitions, provides guidance in this area.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.29 The educational program develops academic knowledge and skills as well as career competencies.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.30 The educational program provides appropriate educational programs for students who are concluding formal study as well as those planning further education.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.31 The educational program develops habits of the mind and attitudes required for success in further education and in the workplace.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
8.32 – 8.36:  Indicators for schools that provide distance education:

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.32 Student interaction (synchronous and asynchronous) with faculty and other students is facilitated through a variety of means as an essential characteristic of the educational program.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.33 Students and their families (if appropriate) are informed about any aspects of the educational program that are created or delivered by an organization other than the school.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.34 Stated student performance outcomes for programs delivered through distance education are achievable through that methodology.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.35 Instructional materials are developed by authors qualified in distance education techniques. Textbooks and other instructional materials are suitable for distance learning.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	8.36 Appropriate study skills necessary for students to utilize a distance education model effectively and efficiently are included as part of the educational program and instructional process.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
1. List the significant strengths of the school in the area of Educational Program.

The school does an outstanding job in preparing its students, at all levels, for post-secondary study.
2. List the significant areas for improvement of the school in the area of Educational Program.

Surveys across the board cite a perceived lack of emphasis on the students "in the middle" of a very competitive academic environment -- this is certainly an area in need of attention. Another area in need of improvement is the implementation of new courses based on student interest and need.
3. Based on the strengths and areas for improvement identified, list any important next steps or strategic priorities related to Educational Program that should be included in the action plan in the Plan for Growth and Improvement (see Part D.9.).

Objective #1 will seek to increase academic achievement for the middle population; Objective #2 will address the need to better recognize all of our students for their efforts. Beyond that, we can and should seek to involve students more in the long-range planning of the curriculum we offer.

Instructions for Self-Assessment of Standard for Accreditation

After a rating has been assigned for each of the Indicators of Quality and after considering those ratings in the aggregate, make a determination whether, based on the school community’s self-assessment,  the school meets or does not meet this Standard for Accreditation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is not in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation
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