MIDDLE STATES STANDARD FOR ACCREDITATION #9:  ASSESSMENT AND EVIDENCE OF 
STUDENT LEARNING
B.1. Standards Self-Assessment Process
This assessment was completed via the following method(s) (describe all that apply):

a.)  A subcommittee comprised of the following individuals:

	Committee Member’s Name
	Role in the School’s Community (e.g. teacher, parent, student, etc.)

	Dan Griesbach
	Teacher

	Margaret McDonald
	Teacher

	Jeannette Malizia
	Teacher

	Linda Greco
	Parent

	Arthur Albrizio
	Interim Principal

	Walter Kowalcyzk, Kelly Brogowski, 

Colette Fleming-Commisso, Heather Kostka, Joe Clores

	School Counselors

	     
	     


**NOTE:  Committee size and composition may vary depending upon the school’s size, the topic to be addressed, etc. If needed, add lines to the above chart.

b.) A survey. 

	Name of Survey:      

	Total Number of Surveys Completed
	     

	The results represent surveys completed by:
	

	· Students
	706

	· Parents
	84

	· Faculty and Staff 
	85

	· Administrators
	     

	· Board Members
	     

	· Business/Community Representative
	     

	· Other
	     


c.) Other methods used to determine this assessment: 

In addition to the AFG Faculty Survey administered during the 2006-2007 school year, committee members listed above discussed and synthesized the individual indicators and personally assigned values to each during the spring of 2008.
B.2. Standards Self-Assessment Report
Instructions for Self-Assessment of Indicators of Quality
The school must meet this Standard for Accreditation to be granted “Accreditation” by the Middle States Association. The Indicators of Quality for the Standard identify the types of evidence that, when taken together, indicate whether the school meets the Standard. The school may indicate other types of evidence particular to the school in the “Other” section provided below. Rate the degree to which the school meets each Indicator by using the following scale:

	Evidence This Indicator Describes Our School

	1.  
 There is no evidence the Indicator describes our school

	2.     There is limited evidence the Indicator describes our school

	3.     There is sufficient evidence the Indicator describes our school

	4.     There is exceptional evidence the Indicator describes our school

	DK   Do not know if this Indicator describes our school


Middle States Association Accreditation Standard 9: 

Assessment and Evidence of Student Learning

The Standard: The school systematically collects and rigorously analyzes quantifiable and observable evidence of individual learning and growth from multiple valid and reliable sources. Evidence of student learning is used to evaluate and improve curriculum effectiveness, instructional practices, professional development, and support services. Progress in student learning and performance is expected and is accurately, clearly, and systematically reported to the school community.

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.1 The leadership and staff commit to, participate in, and share in accountability for student learning.


	3.33
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:
When the issue of accountability arose, one of the committee members observed that teachers could do a more thorough job of holding ourselves accountable for student learning and especially hold LD students more accountable for their learning.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.2 Assessment of student learning and performance is aligned with curriculum and instruction in a coherent system consistent with the school’s philosophy/mission.
	3.37
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Although a respectable rating was assigned to this indicator, it deserves mention that we could do better with curriculum revision and alignment with the school's philosophy and mission.  In addition, the faculty may benefit from additional training focusing upon alternate means of student assessments such as "authentic assessment."
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.3 Assessment results are analyzed with appropriate frequency and rigor for:

a. individual students as they move through the school

b. cohorts of students as they move through the school

c. comparable (local, state, and national) groups outside of the school
	2.5
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

The teachers on the committee observed that the school could do better with regard to breaking down HSPA sub scores for the purpose of analyzing deficiencies in student performance and relating same to instructional strategies and/or curriculum points of emphasis - especially with the students identified as "basic skills" students.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.4 Assessment results are used to make decisions regarding allocation of resources.
	2.5
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Teachers were not aware of a correlation as to how assessment results translate into re-allocated fiscal and material resources.

The parent representative commented on how assessment results could be better used to serve the "average" students.

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.5 The assessment of student learning and performance enables students to monitor their own learning progress and teachers to adapt their instruction to students’ specific learning needs.
	2.3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

All constiuents felt that the school could do better in this area.  A number of issues were discussed such as building in more class time for self-reflection and evaluation on the part of the students, improve strategies for individualized instruction and employing methodology which made student progress inidcators more transparent, e.g. providing access of student progress.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.6 Assessment methods and content address suitable social, emotional, physical, and cognitive/language goals for students.
	3.25
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Although a respectable value, the committee felt there was room for improvement.  This relates back to an earlier comment regarding assessment methodology and authentic assessment.  One committee member felt that some of the "project" oriented assignments were "too elementary" in nature for a secondary school.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.7 Assessments take into account recent, reliable research findings on child development and growth.
	3.66
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.8 Assessments reflect understanding of the unique needs and backgrounds of each student.
	2.0
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Assessments are based upon class as a whole and group needs as opposed to assessments which are designed to evaluate individual needs (e.g. special needs students).  In addition, tests tend to be developed in a generic sense as opposed to specificity.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.9 Records of students’ learning and performance are maintained. General standards for transcript control and use, including those related to confidentiality, are known and observed.
	3.3
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Although a respectable overall rating, a concern surfaced regarding the sharing and dissemination of records and information for special education students.  Re-visit methodology for compliance with regard to confidentiality regulations.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.10 Assessment results are the basis for making recommendations to families whose children may benefit from further evaluation. Referrals to specialists are made for early identification of possible disabilities and/or health conditions.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.11  Members of the staff work collaboratively with colleagues and families to review data about learners’ progress and to develop appropriate strategies for continued progress.
	2.66
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Although some progress has been made with regard to collaboration in the last two years, a sustained effort of "vertical articulation" would be welcomed and is much needed.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.12 Families are viewed as an important source of information and insights about students.
	3.0
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.13 The school communicates its assessment policies and practices to the total school community (e.g., via parent handbooks, web sites, teacher handbooks, policy manuals).
	4.0
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Earning a aggregate value of "4" did not spare this indicator from comment.  Parents feel that grading practices - which vary from teacher to teacher - can be made more transparent.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.14 Communication with families regarding students’ progress in learning and performance is regular, productive, and meaningful.
	4.0
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

Parent comments acknowleged "some improvement" in this domain as of late but pointed out that feedback is not consistent and largely dependent upon the individual teacher.
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.15 Students learn and perform at levels expected, or progress is being made to raise results accordingly.
	4.0
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
Indicator for schools with early age programs:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.16 Children are observed by teachers on a daily basis using a systematic and objective process for formal and informal observation and documentation.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
Indicators for schools that provide distance education:
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.17 The school implements written policies and procedures to ensure that students fulfill program requirements personally and without inappropriate assistance.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.18 The school implements written policies and procedures to ensure the identity of the students when assessment of learning is conducted electronically or by means other than in a location in which the student is in the presence and under the direct supervision of a staff member.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.19 Members of the staff who evaluate student assignments are qualified in the fields they are evaluating.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	9.20 Data on lesson and course completion rates are used to evaluate and revise, as needed, instructional and educational services.
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Adherence

	Other:      
	     
1   2   3   4   DK   


Comments:

     
1. List the significant strengths of the school in the area of Assessment and Evidence of Student Learning.

In compliance with all state mandates regarding testing and assessment.
2. List the significant areas for improvement of the school in the area of Assessment and Evidence of Student Learning.

Strategies need to be developed to better communicate in-house assessment methodolgy with parents and students.  Communication of individual student progress needs improvement if students are to be more responsible for their learning and responsibility.  In addition, more authentic assessment is needed so as to appeal to the general population and lower achieving students who tend to perform worse on standardized tests.
3. Based on the strengths and areas for improvement identified, list any important next steps or strategic priorities related to Assessment and Evidence of Student Learning that should be included in the action plan in the Plan for Growth and Improvement (see Part D.9.).

Investigate current research trends in education with regard to classroom assessment methodology.

Investigate methodology whereby students may monitor their own progress in the domain of assessment.

Develop strategies whereby standardized tests and classroom assessments may be better utilized to analyze student performance and how deficiencies translate into curricular and instructional improvement.


Instructions for Self-Assessment of Standard for Accreditation

After a rating has been assigned for each of the Indicators of Quality and after considering those ratings in the aggregate, make a determination whether, based on the school community’s self-assessment,  the school meets or does not meet this Standard for Accreditation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is not in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation
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